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The Court of Justice clarifies the concept of “communication
to the public” of copyright works in rental apartments

Author: Emil Edissonov

Legal framework
 
One of the exclusive rights of authors of copyright works is that of public
communication of their works. The WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) provides in its Article
8 that “authors of literary and artistic works shall enjoy the exclusive right of authorising
any communication to the public of their works, by wire or wireless means, including
the making available to the public of their works in such a way that members of the
public may access these works from a place and at a time individually chosen by
them”.
 
In its judgment of 20/06/2024, C-135/23, GEMA, ECLI:EU:C:2024:526, the Court of
Justice of the European Union (CJUE) clarifies whether the provision in rental
apartments of television sets equipped with an indoor antenna enabling signals to be
picked up and broadcasts to be made is an act of ‘communication to the public’.
 
In the European Union, Directive 2001/29/EC of copyright and related rights in the
information society contains substantially the same provision as Article 8 WCT in its
Article 3(1), which states that “Member States shall provide authors with the exclusive
right to authorise or prohibit any communication to the public of their works, by wire or
wireless means, including the making available to the public of their works in such a
way that members of the public may access them from a place and at a time
individually chosen by them”.
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The Unitary Patent is off to a strong start
Author: Nèstor Corominas

One year of Unitary Patent

1 June 2024 marked the first year of operation of the Unitary Patent in Europe.
 
The Unitary Patent is the patent title that provides uniform protection, with a single
registration, in all European Union countries that have signed and ratified the so-called
“Unitary Patent Package”. Currently, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the
Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden and Slovenia constitute the group of
countries that have participated in the project from the outset. Even so, the rest of the
European Union countries can join progressively, as is the case of Romania, which will
enter the system from 1 September 2024, increasing the protected territory to 18
countries of the Union from this date.
 
In the Member States not participating in the system, either because they have not yet
completed the ratification process or because, as in the case of Spain, they have not
signed the agreements, the Unitary Patent will have no effect for the time being.
Nevertheless, the data since the launch of the system show that the initial expectations
of all participants have been exceeded.
 
According to data published by the European Patent Office (EPO), during the first 12
months of operation, more than 27,500 applications for unitary effect have been
registered with the EPO, with an accumulated rate of almost 20% of requests for
unitary effect in relation to the total number of European Patents granted, and to date
the figure of 30,000 registered requests has already been exceeded. Moreover, this
rate has a marked upward trend in 2024 (24.3%), compared to 2023 (17.5%).

Read more

CURELL SUÑOL SLP
Barcelona - Madrid - Alicante
mail@curell.com
Tel. +34 934875166

https://www.linkedin.com/company/1568531/admin/feed/posts/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1568531/admin/feed/posts/
https://www.instagram.com/curell.sunol/
https://www.instagram.com/curell.sunol/
https://curell.com/en/equipo/nestor-corominas-macias/
https://curell.com/en/the-unitary-patent-is-off-to-a-strong-start/


Cancel subscription

© 2024 CURELL SUÑOL

www.curell.com

We protect your projects, we project your future.

LEADER'S LEAGUE · BEST LAWYERS · BEST FIRM OF THE YEAR · FINANCIAL TIMES · TOP RANKED ·
IP STARS IAM 1000 · WTR 1000

 You have received this e-mail to {{ contact.EMAIL }} because you have IP services contracted with CURELL
SUÑOL

https://www.brevo.com/?utm_source=logo_client&utm_medium=email
https://www.brevo.com/?utm_source=logo_client&utm_medium=email

